PROGRAM SCHEDULE

“THE ROOFTOP OATH”
FEBRUARY 21, 2026 — SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

1:00 PM - 2:30 PM | GUEST ARRIVAL & PRE-CEREMONY ACTIVITIES
e GUESTS ARRIVAL
e SELF-GUIDED VIEWING: WWII DISPLAYS & VEHICLES
e HISTORY HALL VIEWING (FIRST FLOOR)
e PHOTOS AT THE HISTORIC MARBLE STAIRWELL
e PLAQUE VIEWING: NEWLY INSTALLED FRONT ENTRANCE PLAQUE

2:30 PM | ROOFTOP CEREMONY COMMENCES
e WELCOME — DENNIS BLOCKER II, VICE PRESIDENT, CONSERVATORS OF THE GREATEST
GENERATION (COGGQG)
¢ INVOCATION — MASTER SERGEANT DENNIS BLOCKER SR., USAF (RET.)

2:35 PM | OPENING CEREMONY
¢ OPENING REMARKS — COLONEL ELOY CUEVAS, U.S. ARMY (RET.), BATTALION
COMMANDER, WESLACO HIGH SCHOOL JROTC
e PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS — MARINE CORPS LEAGUE, RGV DETACHMENT

e PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE — PRESENTED BY WESLACO HIGH SCHOOL JROTC
e NATIONAL ANTHEM — WESLACO HIGH SCHOOL JROTC CADETS

2:45 PM | WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS
e GUESTS ARE INVITED TO BE SEATED.
e REMARKS — DENNIS BLOCKER II, VICE PRESIDENT, COGG: THE STORY BEHIND THIS
HISTORIC GATHERING, RECOGNITION OF VIPS ETC.

2:50 PM | PROGRAM REMARKS
¢ REMARKS — ANDREW BOOHER, HISTORIAN (RESEARCH & PHOTOGRAPHS BEHIND
TODAY'S CEREMONY): THE WESLACO EIGHT

3:00 PM | PROGRAM REMARKS
e -REMARKS — MAJOR DYLAN REIDELL, COMMANDING OFFICER, U.S. MARINE CORPS
RECRUITING DISTRICT SAN ANTONIO: MARINE CORPS LEGACY & SITE SIGNIFICANCE

3:10 PM | SPECIAL EVENT -
e MAJOR REIDELL ORDERS THE ENLISTMENT OATH BE GIVEN TO NEW ENLISTEES

3:15 PM | PROGRAM REMARKS
e REMARKS — JEFF COPSETTA, HISTORIAN & PRESIDENT, CONSERVATORS
OF THE GREATEST GENERATION: PRESERVING HISTORIC SITES & MEMORIES




PROGRAM PRESENTATIONS (CONTINUED)

3:25 PM | PLAQUE UNVEILING & READING
e INVITATION TO THE PLAQUES — DENNIS BLOCKER II, VP OF COGG INVITES MAJOR DYLAN
REIDELL, LAURENCE SEITERLE, CAPTAIN GASKIN, JEFF COPSETTA AND TWO VIPS FORWARD
e UNVEILING OF THE PEDIMENT PLAQUES — FEATURING THE ICONIC PHOTO OF THE
WESLACO YOUNG MEN TAKING THE OATH AND THE FLAG RAISING AT IWO JIMA
e UNVEILING OF THE BRICK WALL PLAQUE
e DENNIS BLOCKER, II, VP OF COGG — READING OF THE BRICK WALL PLAQUE TEXT

3:30 PM | MEMORIAL TRIBUTE
e FAMILIES OF THE WESLACO EIGHT PLACE MEMORIAL BUTTONS ON THE WREATH AT THE
PEDIMENT

3:35 PM | REFLECTION
e HISTORIAN DENNIS BLOCKER Il HONORS THE YOUNG MEN WHO STOOD ON THIS
ROOFTOP IN 1943—AND, IN MANY CASES, GAVE THEIR LIVES—ACROSS THE PACIFIC,

3:38 PM | REMEMBRANCE
e MOMENT OF SILENCE « TAPS -

3:40 PM | CEREMONIAL CLOSE (NAVAL/MARINE TRADITION)
e ANCHORS AWEIGH” AND “THE MARINES HYMN"

3:48 PM | RECEPTION (GARAGE LEVEL)
e REFRESHMENTS & APPETIZERS, WWII EXHIBITS & VEHICLES, AND LIVE JAZZ — JAZZ BAND

5:30 PM | OFFICIAL CONCLUSION
e THE FORMAL PROGRAM HAS CONCLUDED. GUESTS ARE INVITED TO REMAIN, VISIT, TAKE
PHOTOGRAPHS, AND FELLOWSHIP.




