
“The Rooftop Oath”
February 21, 2026 – San Antonio, Texas

1:00 PM – 2:30 PM | Guest Arrival & Pre-Ceremony Activities
Guests arrival
Self-Guided Viewing: WWII Displays & Vehicles
History Hall Viewing (First Floor)
Photos at the Historic Marble Stairwell
Plaque Viewing: Newly Installed Front Entrance Plaque

2:30 PM | Rooftop Ceremony Commences
Welcome — Dennis Blocker II, Vice President, Conservators of the Greatest
Generation (COGG)
Invocation — Master Sergeant Dennis Blocker Sr., USAF (Ret.)

2:35 PM | Opening Ceremony
Opening remarks — Colonel Eloy Cuevas, U.S. Army (Ret.), Battalion
Commander, Weslaco High School JROTC
Presentation of the Colors — Marine Corps League, RGV Detachment
Pledge of Allegiance — Presented by  Weslaco High School JROTC
National Anthem — Weslaco High School JROTC Cadets

2:45 PM | Welcome & Introductions
Guests are invited to be seated.
Remarks — Dennis Blocker II, Vice President, COGG: The story behind this
historic gathering, Recognition of VIPs etc.

2:50 PM | Program Remarks
Remarks — Andrew Booher, Historian (Research & Photographs Behind
Today’s Ceremony): The Weslaco Eight

3:00 PM | Program Remarks
·Remarks — Major Dylan Reidell, Commanding Officer, U.S. Marine Corps
Recruiting District San Antonio: Marine Corps Legacy & Site Significance

3:10 PM | Special event - 
Major Reidell orders the enlistment oath be given to new enlistees

3:15 PM | Program Remarks
Remarks — Jeff Copsetta, Historian & President, Conservators
of the Greatest Generation: Preserving Historic Sites & Memories

Program Schedule



Program Presentations (continued)

3:25 PM | Plaque Unveiling & Reading
Invitation to the plaques — Dennis Blocker II, VP of COGG invites Major Dylan
Reidell, Laurence Seiterle, Captain Gaskin, Jeff Copsetta and two VIPs forward
Unveiling of the Pediment Plaques — Featuring the iconic photo of the
Weslaco young men taking the oath and the flag raising at Iwo Jima
Unveiling of the Brick Wall Plaque
Dennis Blocker, II, VP of COGG — Reading of the Brick Wall Plaque Text

3:30 PM | Memorial Tribute
Families of the Weslaco Eight place memorial buttons on the wreath at the
pediment 

3:35 PM | Reflection
Historian Dennis Blocker II honors the young men who stood on this
rooftop in 1943—and, in many cases, gave their lives—across the Pacific, 

3:38 PM | Remembrance
Moment of Silence • Taps • 

3:40 PM | Ceremonial Close (Naval/Marine Tradition)
“Anchors Aweigh” and “The Marines’ Hymn”

3:48 PM | Reception (Garage Level)
Refreshments & appetizers, WWII exhibits & vehicles, and Live jazz — Jazz Band

5:30 PM | Official Conclusion
The formal program has concluded. Guests are invited to remain, visit, take
photographs, and fellowship.


